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assumed exclusive charge of the mails. Alike from
the cost of transportation and the small amount of
correspondence, the system was still in its infancy.
In 1630, two carriers each week took letters from
Paris, and this was considered as a sufficient service
for the needs of the city. For places no more
distant than Lyons the postage for letters was
three sous, the same price that is charged now, but
three sous in relative value were equal to fifteen sous
in our day.

The difference in the cost of transportation can
'be illustrated in other ways than the cost of postage,
Shortly after 1638, the canal of Briare was com-
pleted. It was commenced under Henry IV., but
though it extended less than fifty miles he aban-
doned a task which exceeded the moderate engineer-
ing skill of his time. Some years later the interest
of the Government in the unfinished ditch was ceded
to private parties, and by them the enterprise was
again undertaken and completed. The canal fur-
nished a route by which goods from Touraine and
Anjou could reach the Seine by water, and great
was the admiration when boats loaded at Tours and
Angers appeared at the wharves in Paris. Yet this
traffic, cheap in comparison with transportation by
land, was subject to charges which now would be
thought ruinous. The carriage of a ton of mer-
chandise from Briare to Paris by the canal, com-
puted in relative values, cost seventy-two francs.
The same quantity is now carried the same distance
by water for one sixth of that sum, and by rail for
about one fifth of the cost and at ten times the speed.Theob*
